
Complaint and Request for Investigation of Potential Campaign Finance Law Violation  

 

Complaint 

This is a Complaint and Request for Investigation into potential campaign finance law 

violations by or related to a NC registered PAC and/or the campaign of a candidate for state 

election. 

Candidate 

Anita Earls is a candidate in the 2018 election for NC Supreme Court. The candidate’s 

campaign committee is Earls for Justice (SBoE ID STA-12K60N-C-001). 

Complainant 

Grass Roots North Carolina (GRNC) is a 501(c)(4) organization dedicated to the 

protection and advancement of Constitutional and civil liberties. 

Facts 

Sara Ullman is a Hollywood filmmaker. A recent Vogue article
1
 explains her forming an 

Independent Expenditure PAC (so-called SuperPAC), called One Vote at a Time, which she uses 

to fund the creation of internet-distributed campaign videos supporting selected candidates for 

state office. As the article explains: 

This is how One Vote at a Time works now since Ullman and her 

colleagues have perfected their hyper-efficient, millennial-style method: 

She and a team of four staff members set up a studio in an “activist house” 

in a chosen state, then they invite the candidates they’re working with to 

stop by to film their ads. “We’re able to process people through our studio 

much faster than we would if we were to go on location,” Ullman explains, 

though they do also venture out to film subjects in their districts. Then 

there’s a team of seven women, based in Los Angeles, who work on 

postproduction, finishing up the candidate ads. 

According to the Open Secrets website, the One Vote at a Time SuperPAC has raised 

several hundred thousand dollars in the 2018 election cycle – the vast majority of it from one 

individual: Hollywood screenwriter Joss Whedon.
2
 

The Vogue article states Ms. Ullman was in North Carolina in May 2018, filming a 

campaign ad (“…Ullman recalls via phone from North Carolina, where she was filming another 

round of ads in May.”). The article indicates that Anita Earls is a recipient of this activism. (“In 

North Carolina, Ullman is excited about attorney Anita Earls, who is campaigning for a Supreme 

Court seat after helping to challenge the state’s redistricting laws.”).  

                                                           
1
 https://www.vogue.com/article/sarah-ullman-one-vote-at-a-time-gun-reform-super-pac 

last visited Oct. 18, 2018. The article is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 
2
 See https://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/pacgave2.php?cycle=2018&cmte=C00627158 

last visited Oct. 18, 2018. This information is attached hereto as Exhibit 2. 

https://www.vogue.com/article/sarah-ullman-one-vote-at-a-time-gun-reform-super-pac
https://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/pacgave2.php?cycle=2018&cmte=C00627158


The professional, Hollywood-produced campaign video supporting the Earls campaign is 

available on One Vote at a Time’s website. The closing credits in this video state, “Paid for by 

One Vote at a Time North Carolina and the Earls for Justice Committee.”
 3

  

 

One Vote at a Time North Carolina (“OVAAT-NC”) is a NC-registered PAC (SBoE ID: 

STA-T7CH9C-C-001). It collected $44,000 from a fundraiser organized by the One Vote at a 

Time Victory Fund (“OVAAT-VF”, SBoE ID: STA-GUF2J8-C-001), and another $5,200 from 

Joss Whedon.
 4
 OVAAT-VF allocated money from the fundraiser between OVAAT-NC and 

Ullman’s OVAAT SuperPAC such that no contribution to OVAAT-NC exceeded $5,200.
5
 

The Earls for Justice Committee reported an in-kind contribution on June 6, 2018, where 

Ms. Earles seems to have purchased “Food for Film Crew.”
6
 No other contribution related to the 

filming or production of campaign videos has been reported. 

OVAAT-NC made three payments in June, totaling $50,301.49, to Oh Must You? 

Productions, Inc. of Malibu, CA.
7
 This is a California corporation (No. C3682114). The CEO, 

CFO, and sole director of Oh Must You? Productions is Joss Whedon, the primary funder of 

OVAAT-Fed,
8
 as well as a contributor to the OVAAT-NC.

9
 

Analysis 

The campaign ad promoting Anita Earls admits to being jointly funded by OVAAT-NC 

and the Earls for Justice Campaign Committee. There is no question this is a “coordinated 

expenditure” within the meaning of N.C. Gen. Stats. § 163A-1411(20). Ms. Earls obviously 

cooperated in the production of this video – it is essentially an interview of her (and she 

graciously bought food for the film crew). This necessarily means the video is not an 

“independent expenditure.”
10

 Since the video is circulated via the Internet and available after 

Sept. 7, and millions of internet subscribers obtain internet service over cable, the video is also 

an “electioneering communication.”
11

 

                                                           
3
 See https://www.onevoteatatime.us/projects/ last visited Oct. 18, 2018. A screenshot of 

the video’s credits is attached hereto as Exhibit 3. 
4
 https://cf.ncsbe.gov/CFOrgLkup/ReportDetail/?RID=157105&TP=REC last visited Oct. 

18, 2018, and attached hereto as Exhibit 4. 
5
 https://cf.ncsbe.gov/CFOrgLkup/ViewDocumentImage/?DID=223412 last visited Oct. 

18, 2018. A June 28 explanatory letter from Venable, LLP to NCSBOE, included with this filing, 

is attached hereto as Exhibit 5. 
6
 https://cf.ncsbe.gov/CFOrgLkup/ReportDetail/?RID=157561&TP=EXP last visited Oct. 

18, 2018, and attached hereto as Exhibit 6. 
7
 https://cf.ncsbe.gov/CFOrgLkup/ReportDetail/?RID=157105&TP=EXP last visited Oct. 

18, 2018, and attached hereto as Exhibit 7. 
8
 https://businesssearch.sos.ca.gov/Document/RetrievePDF?Id=03682114-17949460 last 

visited Oct. 18, 2018. This is a Statement of Information filed with the California Secretary of 

State. A copy is attached hereto as Exhibit 8. 
9
 Supra, at note 4. 

10
 N.C. Gen. Stats. § 163A-1411(53). 

11
 N.C. Gen. Stats. § 163A-1411(41) 

https://www.onevoteatatime.us/projects/
https://cf.ncsbe.gov/CFOrgLkup/ReportDetail/?RID=157105&TP=REC
https://cf.ncsbe.gov/CFOrgLkup/ViewDocumentImage/?DID=223412
https://cf.ncsbe.gov/CFOrgLkup/ReportDetail/?RID=157561&TP=EXP
https://cf.ncsbe.gov/CFOrgLkup/ReportDetail/?RID=157105&TP=EXP
https://businesssearch.sos.ca.gov/Document/RetrievePDF?Id=03682114-17949460


Because the video was unquestionably created in coordination with the candidate, and it 

supports the election of a clearly identified candidate, it is a “contribution” to the Earls for 

Justice Campaign Committee under N.C. law. 

The terms "contribute" or "contribution" mean any advance, conveyance, 

deposit, distribution, transfer of funds, loan, payment, gift, pledge or 

subscription of money or anything of value whatsoever, made to, or in 

coordination with, a candidate to support or oppose the nomination or 

election of one or more clearly identified candidates, to a political 

committee, to a political party, to an affiliated party committee, or to a 

referendum committee, whether or not made in an election year.
12

 

The maximum contribution a North Carolina PAC may make to a candidate for state 

office – whether monetary or “in-kind” – is $5,200.
13

 The expenditure by OVAAT-NC, on 

behalf of the Earls for Justice Campaign Committee, of over $50,000, is over nine times the legal 

limit.  

Reciprocally, the Earls for Justice Campaign Committee appears to have violated N.C. 

campaign finance law by accepting the in-kind contribution of a Hollywood-produced video 

promoting their candidate for state office, the value of which clearly exceeds $5,200.
14

  

Furthermore, it appears both OVAAT-NC and the Earls for Justice Campaign Committee 

failed to properly report the in-kind contribution. 

Still further, it appears that at least OVAAT-NC has failed to comply with the reporting 

requirements for an “electioneering communication.”
15

 

 

  

                                                           
12

 N.C. Gen. Stats. § 163A-1411(13) (emphasis added). 
13

 N.C. Gen. Stats. § 163A-1425(a). 
14

 N.C. Gen. Stats. § 163A-1425(c). 
15

 N.C. Gen. Stats. § 163A-1424. 



Demand 

GRNC respectfully requests that the NC State Board of Elections thoroughly investigate 

the financing, and reporting thereof, of the professional campaign promotion video paid for by 

OVAAT-NC. Responsive to the investigation, GRNC further respectfully requests that the NC 

State Board of Elections issue an injunction removing the video from the internet, and impose 

sanctions, fines, or both against OVAAT-NC, the Earls for Justice Campaign Committee, or 

both. 

 

 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

    

 

  Edward H. Green, III, Esq. 

  North Carolina State Bar #26,843 

  Attorney for Complainant  

Director of Legal Affairs, 

Grass Roots North Carolina 

  PO Box 10665   

  Raleigh NC  27605 

  egreen@coatsandbennett.com 

  (919) 854-1844 
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